Bioethics topics

Composition from Tully SHS and Innisfail State College
· Should we tag and release cassowaries to calculate their habitat range?

· The oil in the GBR should be mined
· Should we perform environmental triage and let the most endangered species die?

· Should smartphone apps be developed which can monitor body vitals?

· Should pharmaceutical companies be able to sponsor doctor conferences?

· African wildlife such as lions, rhinos and cheetas should be farmed for furs, bones and natural remedies to reduce the pressure on the native wildlife

· Sunscreen is worse for your health than sunburn

· Psychopath’s brains should be mapped so we can scan everyone’s brains to find those at risk of becoming psychopaths 

· Automate guard robots with the ability to shoot intruders if required, should be built to guard important facilities such as nuclear reactors from terrorists

· Overweight citizens and smokers should have to pay more for any emergency medical treatment they require

· NASA should be disbanded and space exploration ended

· DNA evidence should be removed from court cases

· Virtual doctors and virtual therapists are the way of the future for treating patients
· Nuclear energy in Australia

· Ozone depletion – fact or fiction

· Solar power in Australia

· Aerial spraying (pesticides/herbicides)

· Marine development

· Deforestation for agriculture

· Whaling for oil/meat

· Sandmining in Queensland

· Organ Transplants

· Mining the Great Barrier Reef

· Xenotransplantation

· Animal Experimentation

· Killing for fur (seals)

· Food additives

· Chemical fertilisers

· Euthanasia

· Sex changes

· Abortion

· Illegal drugs

· Culling of unwanted animals eg kangaroos

· Genetic cloning

· Gentically modified food

· Stem cell research

Some scenarios

· To ensure a steady supply of embryonic stem cells a couple must give consent for frozen embryos to be used in research otherwise embryos are destroyed.

· When Marilyn Lewis, a young healthy pregnant woman is asked to give a blood sample as part of a study to determine what part of the population carries a gene for cystic fibrosis (CF) she agrees.  After all there is no known person who has CF in her family.  To her surprise the test is positive.  Marilyn’s husband Bob is then tested.  He too tests positive for the gene carrying CF meaning they have a one in four chance of having a child with CF.  Medical practitioners are advocating that all embryos are tested and if positive the embryo treated with pig stem cells to solve the problem.

· Marilyn and Bob find out from pre-testing that the child has CF and decide to terminate the pregnancy.  They both are now undecided in relation to their thoughts on gene screening due to the fact that the child would have CF but could still have lived a fulfilling life and are left wondering if they made the right decision.

· Garfield’s girlfriend (Hergertrude) aged 18 has recently found out that there is a family history of early onset Alzeimers.  She has been discussing with Garfield whether to have a screen test done to determine if she has the gene and, therefore could have the first signs of Alzeimers by the age of 40.  Hergertrude decides it is better to know about the disease and plan her life around the outcome.  Both plan to have children once they are married a year later.  Hergertrude has the test and results are positive.

· Snoopy the son of Mr and Mrs Smith has just found out his biological (surrogate) wealthy father had died.  Snoopy’s biological father never married but made regular donations to a sperm bank.  He has been bought up with his biological mother and non-biological father.  Snoopy feels that he is entitled to his biological father’s inheritance.

· Benny Banana contracted Weil’s disease while working as a farm hand, he was off work for two weeks and was told that the worker’s compensation board would not cover his loss in wages.  On inquiry Benny discovered that the board would not provide compensation for water-borne diseases in N.Q.
· Ella aged six was refused entry into a state school to commence year one, as she had not been immunised for rubella, mumps and measles.

· Alf, a primary school teacher, contracted Aids through a blood transfusion in the local hospital.  After two years Alf carried the Aids virus but did not suffer any of the symptoms.  He was labelled as a carrier and sacked by the education department as he was labelled as a danger to the children.
· Freddy was diagnosed with terminal cancer at the age of 58.  Now at 63 he receives pain-killing injections twice daily.  He decides to terminate his life however current euthanasia laws prevent Freddy from carrying out his wish.
· Doris and Peggy live next door to Barney & Fred.  Both couples are in a homosexual relationship and have decided they both want children.  Doris has agreed to provide eggs to be artificially fertilized by Barney’s sperm.  The clinic has agreed for Doris and Peggy to have a child but not Barney and Fred as it was explained that it was unhealthy to raise a child in a male homosexual household.
· Gladys has been diagnosed with schizophrenia by a psychiatrist, at the age of 59.  Gladys is forced to take medication by injection each week against her will.  Gladys says there is nothing wrong with her, and the medication makes her sleepy and feels that her life is not worth living under this medication.  The psychiatrist says that denial is a symptom of the disease and that Gladys could be a danger to the public.
· Linus and Helga have a moderately Down Syndrome child, Snoop aged 10.  At age 14 Snoop must be sterilised to prevent her from falling pregnant.  Linus and Helga have reservations about sterilizing Snoop as they are a close family unit and believe that Snoop is capable of making her own choices, and communicating them to others.  Snoop has shown this by socialising with her peers at school, on weekends and making decisions about work she must do around the home.
· Maxine (aged 25) and Samantha (aged 24) have lived next door to each other for the last 5 years.  Maxine has been unemployed for the last 3 years and receives unemployment benefits.  She was sacked from her last job as a sales assistant in a clothing shop as she was constantly late for work.  Samantha has worked since she was 18 also as a sales assistant and while she doesn’t wish to do this for the rest of her life appreciates the fact she has a job.  From a recent blood test Maxine found out she has a high chance of having diabetes in 10 years time.  As she does not work, she spends most of her time eating take aways and watching television.  Maxine sees no point in changing her lifestyle when she can access medical facilities free of charge.  Samantha was happy to hear recently on the news that the medical profession were lobbying for a policy that ensured people that worked had access to medical facilities and people that chose not to work could not access facilities.  Maxine now complains to Samantha about the unfairness of the situation.

· Jeffery has been born with the debilitating aging disease, Progeria, that means at the age of 10 he will have a 40 year old body.  Jeffery was born in a private hospital and as soon as he was born his parents started a life assurance policy, as had been the tradition in their family.  However at the age of 2 months after many visits to the doctor it was discovered that Jeffery has a debilitating disease that will mean he will be lucky to make it to 20 years old, meaning a large financial payout by the assurance company.  In light of this, the assurance company decided to cancel his policy.  No government legislation exists on such an issue and therefore this is a test case to determine if the company can terminate the agreement.
· As legislation tightens down on drug abuse in public places the Health Minister is putting a bill to parliament that will stop ANY organ transplantation of patients with a debilitating medical condition due to the shortage of organ donors.  It is argued that they made the decision to take up drugs and therefore should wear the consequences of their actions.
· The shortage of organ donations in Australia has lead one hospital to trial xenotransplantation of organs for those patients who would not survive the wait.  Governments want to stop this trial due to further abuse by drug addicts.

